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What Does the Court of 

Appeals Do Anyway? 

1. Review final judgments (after trial)

2. Review interlocutory judgments (some 

orders are appealable before trial)

3. Consider petitions for writ of mandamus 

(everything that isn’t #2)

4. Resolve motions related to 1-3



FINAL JUDGMENTS



You Got A Judgment You Don’t 

Like: Now What?

• Bench Trial

– Findings of Fact/Conclusions of Law

– When can you request?

– Deadline for Judge to Comply

– What effect does it have on the appeals 

process?



TRCP 296



Request for Findings of 

Fact/Conclusions of Law



TRCP 297



TRCP 298



You Got A Judgment You Don’t 

Like: Now What?

• Jury Trial:

– Making a Motion for New Trial

– Judgment Notwithstanding the Verdict (JNOV)

– What effect do these motions have on the 

appeals process?



TRCP 329b. Time for Filing Motions



TRCP 329b. Time for Filing Motions



The Notice of Appeal

• When do you file it?

– Is the judgment Interlocutory?

– Is it a final Judgment?

– Is a MNT filed?

– What does a NOA look like?



TRAP 26.1



The Notice of Appeal



You Filed The NOA – Now What?

• Requesting the Reporter’s Record:

– How and what does it look like?

– Take good notes in trial to make sure all the 

exhibits were admitted on the record

– How long does the Reporter have to comply?

– What if she/he doesn’t? 



Request for Reporter’s Record



You Filed The NOA – Now What?

• Requesting the Clerk’s Record:

– How and what does it look like?

– What if something is missing and you want to 

supplement the Record?



Request for the Clerk’s Record



The Appellate Record

• What does it consist of?

• Where can you find it?

• What if there are sealed or in camera

exhibits?



The Court of Appeals



INTERLOCUTORY  

JUDGMENTS



Appealing an Interlocutory Order
CPRC 51.014



Appealing an Interlocutory Order
CPRC 51.014(b)



MANDAMUS



Mandamus

“Can You Calendar the Response 

Deadline for the Plaintiff’s 

Mandamus Petition?”



Mandamus



MOTIONS



Ready, Set, Brief!

• What is the timetable for filing briefs?

• How long can my brief be?

• Requesting Oral Argument
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